What is kofun?

Kofun is a collective term for ancient tombs with earthen mounds that were
actively built in the Japanese archipedago for 350 years from the middie of the 3rd —_—

A burial mound was constructed by heaping up the soil that was dug from the

century. Pyramid of Cheops
People of high rank, that is the alite, in those days were buried in kofun tombs. —  Mausolewm of

ground araund the mound. The inclined surfaces of the mound were generally
covered with stones. The dug-up ground later became a moat, af zome kofun, it is
filled with water even today,

Kofun show a variety of shapes: round domed mounds (empun), square mounds
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(fhofum , and notably unique keyhole-shaped mounds (zempo-kosn-fun), which -

ook Itke keyholes from the air, The size of kolun also varies, ranging from smail Length ' 86 m 230m 350 m
ones in 10-pdd m to huge ones mare than 400 m in lengih. Height mEm 186 m 76 m
The period when kofun were excessively constructed is called the Kofun Period, Velume 1,4 milkon 26 el m° 3 mitian i

and the ancient Japanese state was just beginning to form at this time.

ﬂ‘! Whal is keyhole-shaped kofun? . ﬁ What are inside kofun?
It is @ kind of ancient Japanese tomb witha - m A body is placed inside a coffin along with
unhque shapad mound, rognd al the rear and a ' same personal articles of the deceased, Such
square mound at the front, looking like a burial goods including pottery, accessories,
Waytiota tron: 1 e mirrors and weapons, all used (n burlal
Nintoku-teano-ryo Kofum, Japan's largest rituals, vary, according 1o the status, and job
ALY I JOPmE 0. TR, ORG Blin-tRnno-ryo of the deceased and to the era {o which the

Kolun, the largest in terms of volume, are the ; 2 .
representative 2ampo-koen-fun, or keyhole- fiey belonged: Valiisble goods and artifsets
from overseas were sometimes buried.

shaped kofun

Most of the remaining giant tombs are
Gt teone sae Browipe mirro

keyhole-shaped kotun, the construction of
which continued throughout the Kofun Perkod
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Many powerlul rulers, such as greal kings of
the Yamato Government, had this type of
maunds constructed. Keyhole-shaped kofun
are unique to Japan and why this shape was
adopted remains unexpkained
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m According to an estimate in the case of
Mintaku-tanno-rye Kofun, 1t would reguire
about 2 1/2 years by 60 people per day, If
maedern construction methods and varigus
machines were used, With ancient
construction methods and no machines; it
wiould have required 15 years and 8 months,
i.e, 6.8 million man-days In total (maximum
2,000 people a dayl In addition to this,
further time to make hanfwa or earthenware
lunerary sculptures, would have been
reduired
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What is World Heritage?

World Heritage sites are common heritage of all mankind, which should be

World Heritage sites in Jopan

preserved and transmitted to future generations together. “The Convention 15 sl [Claed 4 Natr ] Heritage sites
Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (World
Heritage Convention)” was adopted by the General Assembly of UNESCO in
1972. The objective of the Convention Is to encourage international cooperation
and agsistance to protect valuable properties on the earth from threats of
damage and destruction for the purpose of conserving and bequeathing them to
future generations. World Heritage sites are categorized info three lypes:
cultural heritage, including monuments, buildings and archaeological sites;
natural heritage, including habitats of animals and plants and natural
landscapes; and mixed heritage having both features.

Only sites recognized as having “0utstanding Universal Value” shall be inscribed
on the UNESCO World Heritage List. As of July 2015, 1031 sites are on the list.

%’ How did kofun originally look Hke? M‘-. Where are kofun, and how many? wﬂ- vé
Although kofun book like forested areas now, - m In the Kefun Period, there used to be - m

these were no frees when they were
constructed. The incined suraces of mounds
were covered with stones called  fikfisfy
{cladding stonesh. Haniwa made of baked clay
to decorake mounds were evenly lined up on the
flat surfaces of their terraces,

approximately 200,000 kofun tombs
throughout the Japanese archipeiago
between the north of the main Honshu sland
and the southwestem island of Kyushu. Of
these, about 4,700 are keyhole-shaped kofun,
and they can be found widely from |walte
Prefecture in the north to Kagoshima
Prefecture n the south

Particularly large keyhole-shaped kofun are
concantrated in the Mozu and Furulchi
Kofupgun focated in present-day Osaka
Prefecture, Mearly 90 kolun of various sizes
survive today in these two areas.
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MNa, there aren"t!

Various types of burial mounds are on the
World Heritage List; the particularly notable
are the Pyramid of Cheops in Egypt and the
Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor in Ching
However, no Japanese kofun have yel baen
Inscribad,

Mozu-Furuichi Katungun, the raprasentative
mourded tomb geoup of Japan, was lislad on
Japan's Tentative List of UNESCO World
Heritage (list of World Heritage candidates) in
Novamber 2010, “Kafun”™ will hopefully be a
World Heritage site for the first time in 1he
near futura.



